
Comparing the Three Major 

Types of Rocks

Our Earth is made of rocks. Rocks come in all shapes and sizes, even colors and 

textures. They can be so small they can fit right into the palm of your hand or so big they 

make a mountain. If you were to see a rock, you would know it’s a rock! The real question 

is, can you identify the three basic groups of rocks?

Ever been to the Grand Canyon? It’s full of sedimentary rocks! Sedimentary 

rocks start as small sediments at the bottom of rivers, lakes, and oceans. Sediments are 

small pieces of sand, clay, shell, bones, and plants. These sediments fall on top of each other 

and create layers. The layers are squished together over time until it becomes hard, causing 

it to become cemented as a rock. If you ever see a rock with beautiful layers, you’ll know 

it’s a sedimentary rock!

Igneous rocks are another major type of rock! They are created by heat!  

Igneous actually comes from the Greek word ignis meaning fire.  These rocks start as 

magma or lava from a volcano. Magma and lava are super hot melted rock. When 

magma or lava cools and hardens, an igneous rock forms. The high temperatures of the 

volcano cause igneous rocks to have crystals. Who knew such a  hot and dangerous  

landform could cool down into a rock with sparkly crystals?

Metamorphic rocks are very special! They do exactly what their name says. 

They morph, or change, from one rock to another. Metamorphic rocks start as igneous, 

sedimentary, or even other metamorphic rocks. Extreme heat and heavy pressure  cause 

the rock to undergo a metamorphosis. The rock changes! The new rock often has a 

different color and may have colored bands.

While the Earth is covered with tons of rocks, each one is unique in its own 

way. Sedimentary, igneous, and metamorphic rocks all have their own process of creation. 

Each of these types of rocks have heir own unique properties that set them apart from the 

others. Next time you see a rock, think. Can you tell if it is sedimentary, igneous, or 

metamorphic?
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Reading Passage Questions

Fill in each of the blanks with a word from the work bank below.

Word Bank

change three metamorphic sedimentary igneous

1. There are ___________________ groups of rocks discussed in this passage.

2. A rock that is made of small pieces of sediments is called a ____________________ 

rock.

3. When magma or lava from a volcano cools and hardens, it becomes an 

____________________ rock.

4. ____________________ rocks are sedimentary, igneous, or other metamorphic rocks 

that have been under heat and heavy pressure.

5. The term metamorphic means to ____________________.

Reflection Question
If you happened to find a rock you have never seen before, explain how you would 
identify it. What special clues would you use to  decide if it were sedimentary, igneous, or 
metamorphic? Use the text to help support your answer. 

© 2016 Coffee Teach Repeat



Thank you for your 

purchase!!!

Terms of use:
© 2016 Coffee Teach Repeat. All rights reserved. By downloading this file, 
you are agreeing to the following terms and conditions. Permission is granted 
to copy pages specifically for student or teacher use only by the original 
purchaser or licensee. The reproduction of this product for any other use is 
strictly prohibited. Your license does not authorize you to re-sell, alter, or 
post Coffee Teacher Repeat materials in any way. Copying any part of the 
product and placing it on the internet, even a personal/classroom blog or 
website is strictly prohibited and is in violation of the Digital Millennium 
Copyright Act (DMCA). 

Credits:

Thank you to the following for backgrounds:

http://www.teachersnotebook.com/shop/jamhar54

Visit my store to leave feedback and check out my 
other products!

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Coffee-Teach-Repeat

http://www.teachersnotebook.com/shop/jamhar54

