
Obtaining Energy Resources: 
Mining and Reclamation



NC Mining Resources





Open-Pit Mining

• Machines are used to dig large holes in the 
ground and remove the ore.





Strip Mining

• Huge bulldozers and other machines are used to 
clear away large strips of the Earth’s surface.





Effects of Mining

1. Disruption of the land’s surface.

2. Waste materials left behind.

3. Land erosion.

4. Landslides.

5. Pollution.

6. Uses large amounts of energy.



Before and After   



How to reduce destructive effects 

1. Reclamation:  A restoration of the land to its 
previous condition.

2. Re-using or recycling.

3. Reduction of the use of mined minerals.

4. Stiff fines or fees.



Reclamation
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